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Hassanal: All right, so thank you everyone for joining us today for the "Movement for 

Liberation from Nakba" webinar, "Apartheid Israel: The New Reality." In this particular 

webinar, we'll be joined by our esteemed guests, Gideon Levy, an internationally renowned 

journalist and a rare voice in the moral wilderness of the Israeli-Jewish society. 

 

I will not take up too much time with the introduction, because I will leave it in the capable 

hands of our moderator today, Professor Ilan Pappe. Professor Pappe, I will leave the floor 

to you now to begin the webinar.  

 

Ilan Pappe: Thank you very much, and thank you to the committee of the MLN for 

organizing this webinar and all the other webinars that you've organized in the past. I'm sure 

there will be many more in the future. 

 

It's a great pleasure for me to moderate the meeting with my very good friend, Gideon Levy. 

As Hassanal mentioned, Gideon is a rare voice in the moral wilderness of the Israeli-Jewish 

society. Since the 1980s, he has been covering the effects of the criminal Israeli policy 

towards the Palestinians in the West Bank and in the Gaza strip. His journalistic work for 

which he was respected and still is respected around the world and for which he was 

awarded several awards. I would just mention one of them, which is very important, but there 

were many others. The Olive Palmer Prize, which he received together with the Palestinian 

Pastor Dr. Mitri Raheb in 2016. 

 



We are here today to discuss with Gideon and listen to him, and then we'll have comments 

and I will present the commentators after Gideon's intervention. We are here to discuss 

Israel after the last election, the November election, to see whether something dramatically 

has changed there. Does it lead us to a different assessment of Israel's future, and of 

course, most importantly, what are the implications for the Palestinians and the Arab world in 

general. 

 

You may ask rightly why two Israeli Jews are the main participants in such a meeting and 

there are no Palestinians in today's webinar. And usually, our webinars are conducted and 

presented by people from Palestine who want to disseminate knowledge and information 

about Palestine to Asia, Africa, Australia, and New Zealand. The reason that today we focus 

on Israel is that this is a discussion of what Israeli Jews can or should or will do in helping 

the liberation of Palestine. The Palestinians struggle in the past, in the present, and in the 

future did not and does not depend on the answer to these questions. What will the Israeli-

Jewish society do or will not do? In fact, if one would like to expose the main reason for the 

failure of the so-called peace process, then it is the assumptions underlying the so-called 

process that boasts its orientation and success depending on what Israeli Jews think, want, 

and do. And as a result, very little attention was paid to the Palestinian positions, aspirations, 

and demands. 

 

This conversation is important because it comes to drive home a message probably quite 

known to some of our listeners and viewers. And I'm sure quite a few who are aware of this, 

but it's important to articulate it. That even before the Israeli elections and definitely after the 

Israeli election, there is very little hope for change from within Israel on the Palestine issue. 

After the last Israeli elections, the message was delivered even in a clearer way, and it also 

is manifested once more in the absence of change, of what the absence of change from 

within means, it means that anyone who believes that it's important to pressure Israel 

through boycott, sanctions, and divestment has a very valid point because you need that 

pressure if you think that the society from within doesn't change. And it also means that the 

Palestinian struggle continues, regardless of whether there is a so-called partner on the 

Israeli side or there isn't. Matter on the Israeli side because struggles of decolonization and 

liberation can definitely benefit from solidarity within the coloniser occupiers- society. But 

they don't depend on that solidarity for their sustained effort to liberate and to bring justice, 

peace, and reconciliation to the land of Palestine. So, I think this is the kind of issue we 

would like to discuss with our guest, Gideon and with our commentators. It's really to have 

as much as we can to give you, an explanation where the Israeli Jew society and state is at 

this junction in history and what are the possible trends in future, and what are the 

implications for the Palestinians wherever they are, inside Israel, in the occupied West Bank 

or besieged Gaza Strip or in the refugee camps or the communities around the world. This is 

my short introduction and it‟s a pleasure to have you with us in this webinar, and like 

everyone else, I'm looking forward to hearing you, Gideon. Please, the floor is yours.  

 

Gideon Levy: Thank you very much Ilan. It is a great meaning for me to appear here today, 

not only because of the committee and the distinguished listeners, but because Ilan is the 

chairperson of this webinar and for me, Ilan is in many ways the first one, the Pioneer, the 

one who showed us the way, and we were late followers for sure. I was a late follower to 

Ilan. I was a very good boy in Tel Aviv, a very good boy, Israel. I was a very well-educated 

Zionist, typical Israeli, while Ilan was already far away from us. Therefore, it's really not a 



question of honour, it's really meaningful for me to appear together with Ilan. And thank you 

for hosting me, thank you for inviting me. It always warms me up to see that there is still so 

much interest in so many countries in the Palestinian issue. 

 

Ilan, you are more optimistic than me because you say there is a very small chance for 

change within the Israeli Society. I don't see these small chances. Israel will not change by 

itself from its own initiative. There is no incentive to change. Life in Israel is by far too good. 

The occupation, the apartheid, is so well-hidden; Israeli Society lives in such denial by the 

great assistance of the Israeli media, who is the biggest collaborator, who is the government 

with the occupation. So the life of an average Israeli is right now quite comfortable, very 

good, and above all, has no reason to go for any change. Why would he go to any kind of 

change? Why would he put an end to the occupation or put an end to the apartheid state 

when his life is so good? I don't know any people who changed its own life while it was very 

good. Went to the streets, went to struggle? What for? Occupation is half an hour away from 

our homes, but we are not there, and we don't know anything about it, and we don't want to 

know anything about it. But still, I think we are in a very important time now, after those 

elections, more important than I thought before they were, as you know, they were the fifth 

selections in hetero, and everyone expected the sixth one to be in a few months again. But 

something happened in these elections, and I would like to dedicate my talk this morning 

about this shift, this turning point, because I think the results of those elections in many ways 

might not necessarily but might be the end of the masquerade. The end of the masquerade 

of the Israelis, the end of the masquerade toward the world. Israelis will have to look after 

those elections in the mirror, which they didn't do for many years, and see the truth. The 

world will be pushed after those elections to look at Israel with a more honest view, and 

hopefully also take the consequences. This is a very optimistic approach. I know, I'm not 

sure it will happen, but there are very good chances that after the those elections, this game 

in which Israelis are totally convinced that they live in the only democracy in the Middle East, 

that everything is legal and democratic in the way that the state is being managed, and at 

the same time, the West sees Israel as the Western Outpost in the Middle East, sharing the 

same views. The only democracy, the Villa in the jungle, all those beliefs, and all those lies 

will be corrected now. How far will it go? It's too early to judge, but those elections with all 

the horror of their consequences, and obviously, the first one to pay the results will be the 

Palestinians in their daily life, in their very immediate future, but for the long run we are 

watching now an era of change. It sees a long time that I was expecting this change, I was 

expecting the moment in which the truth will prevail, that the masks will be torn, that the 

costumes will be thrown away and we will face both Israel and the world Israelis and the 

world will face the truth and the first line that we have, and we will call the bluff. We will 

realise that we were led by a lie, maybe the most important one, and this is that the „67 

occupation or the temporary phenomena. For many, many years this was the Israeli claim 

that the occupation is something temporary. We are just waiting for a Palestinian partner, 

just waiting for the right time, just waiting for the right opportunity, and the occupation will 

come to its end. We had even a very clear plan on the shelf, namely the two-state solution. It 

is on the shelf, and one day we'll take it down, and we will use it. This enabled everyone not 

to do anything, because you know, time was not ready yet, the partner, the Palestinian 

partner, was not ready yet. But everyone believes and knows that it will come, another year, 

another decade, another century, but it will come. But we have a plan. This game is over 

now because after 55 years of occupation and 700,000 of Jewish settlers in the West Bank, 

nobody can claim any more that we are dealing with temporary phenomena. More than this, 



after those elections when it's finally so clear, it was clear many years ago, but everyone 

looked at it with a sense of illusion that maybe it is not irreversible, but right now it's very 

clear that Israel has no intention whatsoever to get to any kind of solution with the 

Palestinians. Any kind of change in the regime is not even on the agenda. It was true for 

many years, for many years. Many times people ask if the two-state solution is dead? I'm not 

sure it was ever alive, but it doesn't matter now. Israel never had an intention to put an end 

to the occupation. We have to face it. It was all one big trick, one big lie which enabled the 

occupation to get stronger, to get deeper, to bring more, more and more and more settlers, 

and to make it affect a complete and irreversible reality in which the occupation is part and 

parcel of Israel. We have now to call the bluff once and for all. It is not temporary, it is there 

to stay, and if it's not temporary, then we have to stop to speak about an occupation, a 

military occupation, by any definition, is a temporary phenomena. If it's not temporary, it's 

part of the regime of Israel, and if it is part of the regime of Israel, Israel cannot be perceived 

anymore as a democracy. By all means, not no state in the world is defined by one of its 

regimes, when in its backyard there is another regime which is the opposite regime. No 

country as Democratic as it can be can claim that it is a democracy when in its backyard you 

see one of the most brutal tyrannies on earth today, one of the most totalitarian regimes in 

the world today and I'm not exaggerating, by all means, not the Israeli occupation is one of 

the most brutal, cruel, and totalitarian regimes, especially when you judge it over 55 years. 

This regime defines Israel. You cannot be half Democratic; you cannot be a democracy only 

for one people. You cannot be perceived as a democracy when half of the people who live 

under you control don't have any civil rights. This can be perceived only in one way as an 

apartheid state. And finally, there will be no way to break away, no way for illusions, no way 

for lies, because this government says it clearly and loudly, we are in apartheid state. They 

don't call it apartheid obviously, but everything they say is apartheid. We are in apartheid 

state; we have no intention to put an end to it. On the contrary, we will do more legislation 

and more changes in the ground which will enable us to strengthen the Jewish Supremacy 

between the Jordan River and the Mediterranean and we are going to establish an apartheid 

state, not only in reality, but, also in its legal point of view, which other governments were 

very careful until now. Take for example the question of annexation, which in Israel and in 

the world is being perceived as a dramatic question. I don't see anything dramatic at all; the 

annexation took place a long time ago. Yes, the legal question is even now, the Israeli law is 

valid on Jewish citizens in the West Bank, so it wasn't exciting even legally. The Israeli 

police can stop any driver in the West Bank and give him a ticket, would it be a Jewish or 

Palestinian, according to the Israeli laws. So, how else can you call it different taxation? But 

above all, as we know, the green line, the old border between Israel and the occupied 

territories of „67, the green line was totally erased for the Jews. For the Palestinians, it's still 

a very, it's not a green line, it's a red line, which they can hardly cross and in many times can 

be killed while crossing it illegally, more and more so, but in any case for the Jews there is 

no green line, it is dead and this makes Israel as one entity, or in other words, the one state 

solution is already in front of our eyes for 55 years now. We are facing one state. The fate of 

someone from the Janine refugee camp, someone from Tel Aviv, someone from Hebron and 

even someone from Gaza is in many ways controlled by Jerusalem and Tel Aviv by the 

government and the headquarters of the Israeli Army. The same control for all of them and it 

is the control of the state of Israel.  

 

I met the other day in Israeli, a Palestinian chef in a restaurant who cannot see his mother 

for the last 20 years because she lives one and a half hour away from his home but in Gaza, 



the Israeli government decide if this man will be able to meet his mother or not and the 

Israeli government decided that he and many others will not see their mothers. In other 

words, Israel is deciding his daily life; Israel is shaping his daily life. It is the one state. The 

PA or Hamas in Gaza have much less influence on their lives than the Israeli government. 

So we are dealing with one entity called Israel, which never had any borders. The only 

country in the world which doesn't have borders, not only to its behaviour, but also physical 

borders and this entity is controlling five 6.5 almost 7 million Jews and 6.5 almost 7 million 

Palestinians. The only difference is that the Jews have this Supremacy which is now 

legalised also and declared in many new legislations above all the law of nation but there are 

many others on their way and the other people living without any national rights and Israel 

declared so that they will never have National rights. If you talk with the government, the new 

government of Israel, they will tell you they will never gain, they will gain all kind of personal 

rights and economical benefits may be but never would they get National rights. In other 

words, apartheid. I don't think that in this forum I have to elaborate on this much more but 

the change is that now it is in our face, all those who denied it, all those who believed in the 

two-state solution was always a bluff, all those who believe that Israel is democracy face 

now a new reality in which they cannot continue to deny the truth. Israel, the new 

government, makes a historical service by preventing the continuance of the Masquerade of 

denial. The new government comes to the world and comes to the Israelis and tells the truth. 

By the way, from this point of view I think Ilan would agree with me, even though most of the 

Israelis wouldn't, but that's not the only issue in which Ilan and I found our surface totally 

alone and even marginal Israeli public opinion. But we were both I guess agree that we 

prefer those honest extreme right-winger and racists over the bluff of the Israeli Zionist left 

who had misled us for years implementing almost the same policies for sure the same 

attitude to other Palestinian people no difference only the rhetoric was different in order to 

feel good about them ourselves. The Zionists left which established this country and 

established the project of the occupation and established the project of the settlements. The 

Israeli Zionist left wanted to have it all to feel very liberal to be beloved by the world, to have 

very good self-esteem as liberals and leftists, even very Progressive people, while they dealt 

with the Palestinian issue in the same way like the most extreme right-wingers, no 

difference. So in terms of policy it will not be much change now, we faced in the last year 

over 140 Palestinian victims, 34 out of them were children under the government of change, 

under the one of the most liberal governments that Israelites ever faced, this is Israeli 

liberals not right-wingers. We faced all kinds of terrible phenomena. The occupation in the 

last year was one of the brutal faces of the Israeli occupation under the government of the 

Liberals. Israel had no dialogue with the Palestinian, whatsoever, for sure not a meaningful 

one and this government of liberals declared that they have no intention to deal at all with 

the occupation with the Palestinian question because it's not urgent, because they have 

more urgency and more important things.  

 

So those who deliver in the world think that now it's a catastrophe with the new government 

and we had these wonderful liberal governments for Israel who had only one thing in their 

mind, ending the occupation, getting to peace with the Palestinians and now came those 

right-wingers, the Satan Benjamin Netanyahu. After we were so willing to make peace, this 

bluff should also be called and we shouldn't get back to it. I would also like to mention here 

the fact that when you check the attitudes of the right wingers in Israel and the left when it 

comes to the Palestinian question, you will see almost no difference, no difference at all. It is 

true that Benjamin Netanyahu, one of his biggest successes was to put off the Palestinian 



issue from the international discourse and Israeli discourse. It is now at least 15-20 years 

that it's not on the table at all, it wasn't discussed, and nobody talked about it. The elephant 

was in the room and we thought that if we don't look at it, if we don't stare at it, it doesn't 

exist. This government came and brought it back to the table and how, I even see it in Friday 

tennis tables, in Israel in the park, in the jogging and the biking among the joking and biking 

people in the park in the morning, all of a sudden they are getting back to deal with the 

Palestinian issue. It doesn't bring us any further but at least it came back, at least these 

years in which we thought it doesn't exist at all and we are not going to deal with it are over. 

So, to sum up, because I see that the clock is working, to sum up, we are now facing the 

most radical right-wing, fundamentalist Jewish government that Israel has ever had. It is the 

most religious one and the most nationalistic one. We never had such a government in terms 

of parties and above all, persons who are members of this government. We are facing a 

government in which most of them are religious people and some of them are very religious 

people that all of them believe in the Jewish Supremacy. But this is not new, but parts of 

them are really driven by all kinds of religious motivations, with a big part who are not only 

Islamaphobhia but homophobe and really we are getting in many ways to a very dark era. I 

see some light in this dark era by the way that we are facing at the same time the end of the 

Masquerade, the end of the bluff, the end of the illusion that we are facing a liberal 

democracy in the Middle East. Yes, the Palestinians will pay a price as usual and for the 

short term the life will be even worse, even though in many times I can hardly imagine how 

much worse can it get, when 34 children are being killed in one of the most peaceful years in 

Israel, but it can get worse and it will get worse now. It's not that it's our choice but it has also 

a positive side and let's try to look at the bright side of the moon. Thank you very much. 

 

Ilan Pappe: Thank you very much again Gideon for this bleak on the one hand and yet 

some more hopeful element to your talk in the end. Yes, we all hope that this kind of clarity 

that you talk about would at least convince, if not Israeli Jews maybe Jews around the world 

maybe people in the political Elites in the west that the fantasy Israel that they think exists, 

never existed and definitely does not exist today and I totally agree with you this present 

composition of the Israeli political Elite would make it very difficult for people to continue to 

talk about the only democracy in the Middle East about an enlightened occupation a 

progressive ethnic cleansing and so on and maybe not exempt Israel from International 

condemnation um but I'm not a commentator, I'm not the one who is going to comment.  

 

We originally had two commentators, we still hope that the second one, Na'eem Jeenah, will 

be able to join us but we are very happy that Miyuki kinjo is with us. Miyuki is a PhD and a 

project researcher, a fellow of The Institute of Ritsumeikan University in Japan. I hope I 

pronounce it as nearly right as it should be. She is currently conducting research about the 

historiography of the Palestinian nakba and Palestinian refugees' memory of the Homeland 

while holding an identity as a third generation of zainichi Koreans living in Japan as a result 

of the Japanese colonisation of the Korean Peninsula. Her scholarly publications include 

examining the synchronicity of debates on the historical Perceptions in Israel and Japan and 

the depths of the massacre story commentary in a Japanese translation of deir yassin series 

of the destroyed Palestinian Village, the memories of Institute of advanced studies on Asia 

published in the Memoirs of Institute for advanced studies in Asia, we are very happy Miyuki 

Kinjo to have interview with us and the floor is yours.  

 



Miyuki Kinjo: Thank you, thank you very much. Thank you for introducing me. I'm Miyuki 

Kinjo and I'm a project research fellow at Ritsumeikan University as Professor Ilan Pappe 

correctively pronounced it. I appreciate Gideon Levy‟s talk today. I think most of you do not 

know me. Today I'm here thanks to the encouragement by Ranjan Solomon who advised me 

to add some comments from an East Asian perspective and ideally appreciate you to let me 

join your conversation today and allow me to make an intervention from an Asian 

perspective. Actually, after hearing Gideon's talk I became speechless. It is very powerful 

but at the same time it is somehow encouraging for me. Also, this political situation in Israel 

it's critically serious but I'd like to explain why I feel encouraged by his talk by adding some 

introduction of myself. Actually, I wrote a paper for my speech because I wanted to elaborate 

my thinking in this limited time and I will read this paper and I think its clear enough for you. 

I'm doing research on the Palestinian Collective memory about the Homeland but today I will 

not talk about my research itself. Rather I'd like to introduce why the Palestinian quotes are 

crucial in my context in Japan and discuss the possibility of solidarity and the current political 

circumstances. I am a Japanese citizen but I also have the identity of a third generation of a 

group called zainichi Koreans. Zainichi Koreans literally means Koreans living in Japan and 

their former Japanese Colonial subjects but were deprived of their citizenship in post-world 

War II. Japan's annexation of Korea started in 1910 and continued for 35 years until the end 

of World War II in 1945. During this period, Koreans were denied self-determination and 

faced with japanization policy which includes imposition of Japanese religion, language, and 

nationality on Korean people. Also, the Japanese colonisation destroyed the Korean 

economy thus hosting many Koreans including my grandfather to immigrate to Japan and 

after the calendar of Japan in 1945, Korea was liberated and two million Koreans living in 

Japan tried to return to the Homeland. However, the U.S and the Soviet Union filled the 

political vacuum left by the Japanese Rule and divided their Homeland. Eventually, about 

600000 Koreans stayed in Japan and formed the core of the Zainichi Korean population. In 

the transition to the post-war regime Japan revoked Zainichi Korean citizenship and they 

became refugees without a safe homeland nor did they have any rights in Japan today. 

There are about half a million Zainichi Koreans and they are offered the possibility of getting 

permanent residency status. However, his status is not full citizenship. Zainichi Koreans are 

subjected to discrimination and hate crimes in Japan. In reclaiming the rights, former Zainichi 

intellectuals have conceptualised their struggle within a framework of decolonization in the 

third world. For instance, one Zainichi Korean writer, Kyon Chic, referred to Hassan‟s „Men in 

the Sun‟ and associated experiences of the Palestinian refugees who tried to cross the 

borders but died unnoticed, with that of Zainichi Koreans who clandestinely fled their 

Homeland to Japan. Such synchronised experience of the Palestinians and Zainichi Koreans 

sheds right on the structures melodically between Israel and Japan. Israel is continuing the 

elimination of the Palestinian as a settler chronic region similarly post-war Japan was born 

out of the legal ethnic cleansing policy that deprived the colonised people of their basic 

rights. For Zainichi Koreans Japan was getting the responsibilities to its Colonial past carried 

on constitutional violence in a post-worthy establishment. For us Japan is Japanese and 

Democratic where its former Colonial subjects remain physically present but politically 

absent. 

 

There is a famous phrase shared among Japanese singers and dining singers which is 

quoted by Japanese Professor Mari Oka and she quoted the word Gayatori “Asia had two 

absurdities at its two ends: Israel and Japan. Japan has stepped into the Asian Pacific for 

me, Israel sticks like a stone.". The existential threat that has been casted on the 



Palestinians is also something similar to the Zainichi Koreans. The next year 2023 marks the 

100th anniversary of the great earthquake and condolation in Japan by which about 100000 

people were killed. Its casualty includes the Koreans who were living in Japan at that time 

and were slaughtered by the Japanese people who believed based faceless rumours that 

Koreans taking advantage of disaster shock could stain well water was poison or they would 

start an armoured uprising against the Japanese. More than 10000 Koreans were 

massacred by the Japanese at that time and this happened in 1923 when Koreans started to 

raise their voice for their independence from Japan and it was almost the same period where 

the Palestinians started organized protests against British imperialism and Zionist settler 

colonialism. In Japan the massacre of Koreans during the Great Earthquake is one of the 

many events that Japanese leading politicians keep questioning and denying its factuality. 

The historical denialism of the Japanese government extends to many other crimes 

committed by the Imperial Japanese Army during World War II, such as the fact of 

exploitation of so-called comfort women. In fact it is the exploitation of the women in the 

colonised area as six lately. The late prime minister Shinzo Abe initiated a denial campaign 

for the denial campaign of the fact of coercion to make the colonised women seek slavery 

and claim the colonised women are engaged quoting “sexual service” to the Japanese 

soldiers to get economic benefits. So historical denialism and humiliation of the victims in 

Japan by these Chinese Koreans so barnabo one of the most serious events that they faced 

was an assault on a Korean School in Kyoto by members of a Japanese group in 2009. 

Ordered locals in each Community, the school not only served as a place to take back their 

history, identity and language that has been suppressed in Japan but also as a centre for 

their life and community. However the latest groups exploited Japan's political situation 

where there is no comprehensive measure against racism and attempted to destroy the core 

of the Community which is the Korean School. Actually their precarious situation in 2000, 

was concurrent with Israeli consolidation of the apartheid system. However due to the 

deteriorating situation, the political States for genetic solidarity with the Palestinians had 

severely shrunk and their activities were limited to reactive protests following the Israeli 

invasions on Gaza. The Oslo process also complicated the solidarity movement because it 

established the PLO as the only legitimate representative of the Palestinians and regarded it 

as an official door to International support, despite the hard fact that PLO or PA is interrupt to 

become a subcontractor of Israeli occupation.  

 

Nevertheless I found Gideon‟s talk today barely encouraging. To know that someone living in 

a society of an oppressed group can speak truthfully about the oppression of their own 

society and encourages the oppressed people in different situations no matter how difficult it 

is to change the oppressive Society from within. Perhaps we needed to explore the words 

which ambition not only the liberation of one's own Society but also talk about the liberation 

of other oppressed groups under the same colonial power or splamicism, capitalism, racism 

and sexism. In fact, recently some Zainichi Koreans literally need to renew solidarity with the 

Palestinians by referring to solidarity movements in different regions. For example we were 

encouraged by the new transnational solidarity between the black movement in the U.S and 

the Palestinians.  

 

To give a famous example of this discussion in an essay for the Journal of Palestine studies 

in 2018 Nora Erica and Marc Lamont Hill outlined the context of black Palestinian 

transnational solidarity. Also, the prominent black feminist Angela Davis, by defiling the 

concept of intersectionality, emphasises the need for renewal of movements for social justice 



including the solidarity movements to the Palestinians. Inspired by this new trend in the U.S, 

my colleagues and I are trying to reflect the history of solidarity among Zainichi Koreans, 

Japanese, and the Palestinians and started the discussion to envision a new way of 

organizing solidarity movements in Japan. So, before finishing my speech, let me ask 

Gideon one question which is how do you see the possibility of solidarity in current times? 

This question includes how do you see generational change among global activist circles 

and their new agendas such as intersectionality and last but not least, today I believe 

showed the history of solidarity from the other end of each year. So, how do you see the 

possibility of solidarity from Asian suppressed communities? This question is important for 

me because when we talk about global solidarity, it is often focused on the solidarity within 

the global North. Also, Ranjan Solomon often points out to me that we have our own Nakba 

in Asia and we should talk about Palestine through relating the tragedy and our society. So, 

I'd like to ask Gideon how do you see the possibility of solidarity from the global notes whose 

solidarity to Palestine also transforms through generations. So, that's my comment. Thank 

you so much.  

 

Ilan Pappe: Thank you very much Miyuki. I've learned a lot because I think many of our 

viewers did about the situation of the community to which you belong to. One can only 

endorse you, you're called for more intersectional solidarity and of course pointing out to the 

fact that solidarity does not only come from the west or from the north, it comes also from the 

rest of the world and in fact only with such Global intersectionality there is hope for the 

Palestinians to recruit the International Community to support fully the Palestinian struggle 

for Liberation. You've asked Gideon two questions and I will give him the floor in a minute to 

answer. We already have some other questions but maybe Gideon you will start with the 

question addressed to you and then I will move to another question. Again I do apologise for 

not having our intended second commentator with us. We don't know why but we'll find out 

that's bad news, the good news is that it gives us a bit more time for discussions and their 

questions. So Gideon the floor is yours. 

 

Gideon Levy: Thank you Ilan and Miyuki because as I learned from your remarks so many 

things, that I didn't know and you don't hear about your community, you don't hear enough 

and it was really very enlightening and very interesting and thank you for this solidarity. I 

think we should adopt a model which was both very successful and very efficient and this is 

the model of South Africa. We had a very good case study if you want. In the South African 

example there was everything, there were sanctions, there were boycotts, and there was 

real solidarity both within South Africa and outside South Africa. I must mention here that in 

South Africa one thing happened which never happened in Israel unfortunately in South 

Africa white people not only paid solidarity with the blacks but really stood a shoulder to 

shoulder with the black Fighters, among them by the way quite many prominent Jews who 

were injured, who were killed, who were spent many years in jail in solidarity with the black 

community we shouldn't forget them and we shouldn't forget the fact that this kind of extreme 

solidarity unfortunately we never faced in Israel. They were not, we learn and I and many 

others talk and talk and talk but none of us had really joined the armed struggle which in 

South Africa was the case. But regardless of this I think that the South African example is 

the best example for a model of solidarity which is not only very moral and justified but also 

very efficient. Look at the outcome nobody can deny that without international solidarity the 

apartheid system might have lasted until this very moment. It was the International 

Community who finally brought the end to the apartheid system in South Africa. Obviously 



with the unbelievable struggle of the blacks, with their unbelievable leader, with their 

unbelievable unity which we lack also in the Palestinian side. Unfortunately, the blacks 

understood the importance of unification of being united in the struggle and obviously they 

had the Nelson Mandela, and the Nelson Mandela is a phenomena of once in a century not 

much more than this, and they're lacking Mandela, but this does not mean that the same 

campaign cannot be successful, at the same solidarity cannot be paid also without having a 

Mandela around. Now, we are facing very bad conditions because in the last 10 years or so, 

the International Community became I would say a little tired and hopeless from the 

Palestinian question and you can see the interest is decreasing in many ways. First of all, 

there are new issues for the International Community like climate changes, like immigration 

which rightly so are very worrying and very bothering, in the same time people who followed 

the struggle of the Palestinian people for so many years, start to ask questions, I mean 

where does it go to, it is in such a bad shape right now and the chances for the Palestinian 

to get their rights seems right now so small that I guess many people mainly I can see it 

among young people you see less and less young people who are ready to dedicate their life 

or part of their life for solidarity with the Palestinians. Take the famous movement the 

solidarity movement with Palestine. They used to be present on the ground in the West Bank 

and in Gaza many years ago there were tens and hundreds who were there living there and 

really paying almost physical solidarity. They are gone. I mean Israel had done anything 

possible to send them away, to fight them but still the solidarity movement today is much 

smaller than it used to be 10 years ago and 20 years ago we have to enter it another big 

obstacle which makes the solidarity much harder and this is the Israeli strategy which finds, 

which labels any kind of criticism on Israel as anti-Semitism this is extremely effective. We 

are facing a process of criminalization of this solidarity. In many countries it became illegal to 

pay solidarity with the Palestinians. I will give you a small example; a few years ago I was 

invited to Berlin, to the solidarity movement in Germany with the Palestinians. They had the 

annual meeting it's a very small organisation they couldn't find a venue in Berlin who would 

let them have their annual meeting we had to move I think Ilan knows the story we had to 

move to a monastery 200 kilometers away from Berlin, where an old 80 years old the 

Egyptian monk was ready to host us because Berlin was not ready to host the solidarity 

movement meeting in any venue because we are all anti-Semites. So the conditions are very 

hard now for solidarity. Maybe what I said in my previous talk about the fact that the new 

government will force the world to see the truth. Maybe this will also fuel the solidarity 

movement with new energy. I must say to hear very clearly the only hope for people like me 

is from civil societies not from governments. Governments in the west and in Asia will be the 

last ones who collaborate with Israel and will be the last one to change the policy. It will 

come only through civil societies who would force the governments to change policy. Mainly 

obviously in the United States and in Europe in Asia as far as I can tell. I was once in 

Malaysia and I was amazed how much interest there is with the Palestinian issue in a 

country like Malaysia but still it is not effective enough. Because those countries in anyhow 

like Malaysia and Indonesia are perceived by Israel as anti-Semites and anti-Israelis by 

definition, but the more the better and I think that the new government might also give new 

energy for solidarity.  

 

Ilan Pappe: Thank you Gideon. We have several questions already, what I suggest of doing 

although we have time and I want to include as many people in the questions, many of the 

questions are connected, the themes are quite similar, so what I suggest that I will have one 

round in which I will read out questions from several people and you will see that the 



questions are complementing each other actually you know they allow Gideon and of course 

Miyuki I mean if you would want to comment as well we would be very happy for you to do 

this and then we have time I'll go for another round of question from our colleague Steve 

little who has three intriguing questions touch upon different themes that we might want to 

discuss with Gideon. So, bear with me when I kind of summarise the questions that we have 

and I also mentioned people's names and locations. I think it would be interesting, also to 

see how widespread we are as a network. So we have a question from Krishna Prasad in 

India: "As the football World Cup in Qatar gives fresh hope to the Palestinian cause, the 

Moroccan team carrying the Palestinian flag is one manifestation, the advertisement in the 

Jerusalem Post screaming 'we are all Moroccans today' is another and even in Gideon's own 

newspaper the main the chief sport correspondent Uzi Dan was very angry, with the fact that 

they spoiled his football experience, with the with the solidarity with Palestine that was 

evident everywhere in Qatar so maybe it's one point." Then we have a question from Aqib 

from Pakistan who says "I'm so happily astounded at the courage of our speaker today in my 

Middle East course with Professor Junaid who is a member of the MLM in Pakistan a former 

student of mine as well as I say we had read a few very sharp pieces by Mr Gideon Levy but 

hearing him here has been a treat at another level. My question is and Mr Levy alluded to it, 

does Mr Levy feel that Israeli Jewish Society itself is becoming more self critical as it seems 

many younger Jews outside of Israel are becoming. I'm afraid I know what Gideon would say 

but I hope I'm wrong." We have a question from Leila Passah who says "Never heard any 

Israeli speak boldly and factually about the reality of Israeli occupation saying it in the most 

brutal one. How are you able to do this without being banned by the Israeli government? 

Also, how many take this position like you? Has BDS been effective? If not, what will end the 

occupation? International pressure: is it working” and two more, as you will see they are 

connected so I decided to put them together. And Imtiyaz Mukdil says “Great talk Mr Levy 

and then he says I'm a journalist based in Bangkok. Question under the Modi regime there 

has been a pro-israeli pivot by India on the basis of shared values Israel now expanding its 

foothold in India big time. How do you think this will pay out on the global geopolitical scene 

especially in Asia at large? And finally two more issues connected to this Marwan Durzi 

thank you. Ilan, Gideon, Yuki and Ranjan, question together with Ilan when I used to discuss 

with Israelis and Jewish Americans the need to impose economic sanctions on Israel and 

their impact on changing the political landscape in Israel. Are you making extremists pay the 

price for the strategy? They would say that sanctions will make extremists more powerful 

and extremist. What is your perspective on this? Also, what do you think the Palestinian 

should do for peaceful popular resistance - ability resistance? And finally Mahamadin Khan 

asks how can you influence opinion and solidarity in the U.S and the UK given they are 

currently the major supporters and sponsors of the apartheid Zionist state? So I think these 

are all connected to the possibilities of international intervention. Gideon will answer, Miyuki 

if you want to join and I will also say something and if we have time I hope we can move to 

another round of questions again. Gideon, the floor is yours. 

 

Gideon Levy: thank you Ilan. I will try to address all the questions because there were 

excellent questions; very good ones and very specific ones, which enabled me to give 

specific answers. The question I would like to say about the World Cup, it was a really good 

case study. Because Israelis went to Qatar and all of a sudden, they were so shocked and 

so insulted by the fact that not everyone admires Israel and Israelis, that not everyone loves 

us as we saw it. They were really, they took it personally. Although sport journalists who 

went there, what do they want from us? Why do they do it to us? I mean, didn't the Jewish 



people suffer enough now? They come with those flags? What does it mean? Immediately it 

was labelled. I mean, anyone who had raised the Palestinian flag was immediately labelled 

as an anti-Semite. It goes without saying, if you raise the Palestinian flag it means you are 

an anti-Semite and it really created the almost existential questions in Israel like how can we 

support the Moroccan team which was very popular in this moment, if they raise the 

Palestinian flag, which is the flag of the great enemy of Israel - the Palestinian people. So it 

was really shaking a little bit this Israeli self-content, which is part of the problem by the way. 

The way that Israelis are so self-content and so proud about themselves and so deeply 

convinced that they are the best and they know everything the best and the IDF is the most 

moral army in the world and so forth and so forth. Those scenes in Qatar were I think very 

effective in putting some cracks on this belief that the whole world is just admiring Israel 

because Israel invented the cherry tomatoes and brought so much good things to the world. 

So Israelis faced reality also in Qatar and this was good. 

 

Hakim from Pakistan asked the question that Ilan could guess my answer and I could guess 

Ilan's answer. Israelis or young Israelis becoming more self-critical? Unfortunately, the 

answer is No with the capital n. Before even being critical, the level of ignorance of the 

young duration is by far much deeper and higher than the level of ignorance of let's say Ilan 

and I generation, our Generation who was much more knowledgeable and still had some 

questions even though we also had our blind eyes for me for sure. We know nothing about 

the nakba; we knew nothing about the ruins around our country. What does it mean when 

you see those Palestinian ruins? We never asked ourselves what does it mean and we were 

we were brought up with so many lies all the Palestinians ran away by their own will from in 

48 the Arab countries called them to leave Israeli didn't expel anyone there was no ethnic 

cleansing and so forth and so forth but the present generation knows nothing about nothing 

when it comes to the history of Zionism and about the substance of Zionism today. Most of 

them have never been in the occupied territory and never met a Palestinian and if they made 

the Palestinian it was always the construction worker or the dish cleaner in the, dishwasher 

in their restaurant. They spend time and here is no there were years in which between the 

two peoples there was something going on when hundreds of thousands of Palestinians 

were working here. It was not an equal meeting point but it was a meeting point. The two 

peoples met now both peoples don't meet at all almost not at all and this had deepened the 

ignorance and above all the nationalism and fundamentalism is and racism in Israel is at its 

peak as we saw in the last elections and those stories about this Israeli young Israelis who 

leave Israel to Berlin out of protest, they are true stories but finally we did hear it is a small 

minority. Most of the young Israelis are willing to serve in the Army are willing to serve in the 

occupied territories are totally convinced that their army is the most small army in the world 

and are totally convinced that all the Palestinians and all the Arabs have only one thing in 

their mind when they wake up in the morning and when they go to sleep at night and this is 

how to exterminate more Jews, how to they were born to kill all of them and they were all 

they have only one thing you can never trust in Arab, you can never trust the Palestinian he 

will always stab you and so forth and so forth. So no good news about the young generation.  

 

Leila asks how can I express my views in Israel and that's part of the Paradox in Israel that 

as a privileged Jew in a very privileged newspaper which is the only liberal newspaper in 

Israel and the whole the only open-minded newspaper and independent newspaper in Israel, 

I can raise my voice here and I don't face any pressure from the government. I face many 

unpleasant phenomena from the street, there was even a short time that I had bodyguards 



but very short time except of this I can still express my views, at least in my newspaper, I 

don't face any problems but it doesn't tell anything about Israel because finally as I say I am 

a privileged you working for a well-established newspaper so and as long as the newspaper 

supports me in the newspaper who does support me totally as long as I have the backing of 

my newspaper I can express myself freely but this shouldn't be taken for granted and I'm not 

sure it will it will go forever. The new government can also make new legislation. They have 

already one brilliant idea that it will not be legal to take photos of soldiers in their Duty in the 

West Bank. This will lead to another legislation that it will not be legal to criticize the Army. 

We might face all those things and then obviously the reality will change also for me. Leila 

also asks about BDS, is it effective? BDS is not effective in terms of economy in terms of 

really putting economical pressure on Israel but it is very effective in creating a new 

atmosphere for many years now. First of all the best proof is how Israel, how the government 

is nervous about BDS. The fact that they are so nervous about BDS just shows that this is 

the only game in town right now and I truly believe that BDS is the only game in town in 

terms of practical steps and not only uh tokens. The world has to move from talking to 

actions otherwise we will not get anywhere continuing with solidarity and on the other hand 

the condemnation of Israel even governmental one does not lead us anywhere as long as 

the Israelis don't pay any price for the occupation the occupation will last forever this must 

be very clear and in order to make Israelis pay for the occupation we need tools like BDS but 

BDS by itself is by far not enough because finally it must become much bigger like it was in 

South Africa and we are not there yet. I mean the Israeli economy is doing so well. Israel 

arm trades are doing so well. Israel exports are doing so well and we feel the BDS only 

really in the margins here and there. 

 

There is Roger Waters who calls to boycott Israel, calls to ban Israel and very few artists - 

they are obviously who don't come here, immediately labeled as anti-Semites, but it's not 

enough to change the attitude. Iftiyaz from Bangkok asked about modi's government yeah 

this is one of the big successes of Netanyahu and of the Israeli governments the 

improvements of relationship not only with India but obviously India, is today the biggest 

client of arms of Israel and the relations were never so good this obviously is a boost to 

continue the policy when the supporters of Jewish Supremacy and the supporters of the 

occupation present those achievements so-called like the relationship with India like 

relationship with many right-wing governments in the world including Europe. Then they can 

easily convince the Israelis that the occupation doesn't disturb Israeli foreign policy from 

getting meaningful achievements including economical achievements. The Abraham records 

which are also part of this were another proof for many Israelis is that we don't have any 

incentive to solve the Palestinian problem. Our International network is working very well 

also without solving the Palestinian issue and that's another major obstacle on the way to 

get any kind of progress. Mawan asked about sanctions will they strengthen the extremists. 

In the beginning, yes if there will be sanctions maybe in the beginning Israelis will get United 

and feel this feeling that they like so much that the whole world is against us and we are very 

few against the entire world and all those wonderful slogans but very quickly after it people 

will have to ask themselves is it worth it are we ready to pay the price for continuing the 

occupation. I once wrote an article, so excuse me for quoting myself that Austrian Airlines 

will bring peace and you might ask why Austrian Airlines will bring peace. It was in one of 

those brutal operations in Gaza with all the Western Airlines stopped flying to Israel for like 

24 hours. Austrian Airlines was the first one. Israelis went crazy. If you close Israel from the 

world Israel I think after two or three days Israelis would return Tel Aviv to the Palestinians 



because Israel is very fragile. When it comes to any kind of pressure on their daily life. 

Israelis in many ways are spoiled from the Good Life they are having and any kind of 

pressure like this for the long run will be very effective I have no doubts about it Israelis will 

not stand any kind of sanctions even though in the beginning the extremist will be very 

outspoken but finally everyone will ask himself like in South Africa are we willing to pay this 

price. What would the Palestinian do, asks Mawan. I never like to be in this position of giving 

advice to the Palestinians on what to do. I can only say that the Palestinian tried it all and 

nothing helped them and this is so frustrating because they really tried everything from 

hijacking planes to non-violent resistance from legal struggle to economical struggle to arm 

struggle and nothing brought them any kind of meaningful progress. This is very frustrating 

and I don't know. I mean obviously it's very easy to say violence will not lead them 

anywhere. On the other hand Israel understands only a military force and power. It's very 

hard. If I would have been a Palestinian today I would really be quite embarrassed and 

helpless to know what they can try. Look Israel is labelling everything is terror when they 

appeal to the international Supreme Court this is legal Terror, when they call the 

International Community for boycott this is economical Terror, when they try a non-violent 

resistance Israel is shooting them to death and it becomes violent immediately. I think the 

most important thing and this they are following all the time is obviously their strategy of two 

mode of really not living, really staying where they are and not letting the Israeli lunatics to 

fulfill their dream and to see them living because that's the ultimate Israeli dream that they 

will be sick and tired from all what they are going through and the second or third time in 

their history they will cross the river to the East and leave Palestine for the Jews. This 

summons, this strategy of sticking to the ground is the strongest tool that the Palestinians 

have and this tool they are using in a very impressive way. 

 

Mukdim asks about the United States, unfortunately the key is still in the United States, as 

we all know and even there you can see some changes. I think that today the progressives 

in the Democratic Party are more progressive than the European left, when it comes to 

Palestine. That's very remarkable, very remarkable. It was never like this and you see more 

and more voices in the campuses in the Democratic Party. You see all of a sudden the FBI 

is starting to investigate the killing of Sharina, the Palestinian journalist who was killed in 

Janine. You've seen your voices. There is some kind of discourse about unconditional aid to 

Israel about the taxpayer‟s money, where it goes and why. There are new voices and it is 

again a source of hope. It is still a very long way to go because the administration is so 

broad Jewish Pro Zionist pro-Israeli and still I don't see them daring to take really major 

steps against Israel or in favour of Israel. I would say this is not happening yet but it might 

come very quickly if this atmosphere will gain momentum right now. We are in quite a 

promising position in the United States for sure more promising than ever and thank you for 

all those excellent questions. 

 

Ilan Pappe: Thank you Gideon, thank you so much. Miyuki is there something you want to 

comment on and/or add.  

 

Miyuki Kinjo: Actually I was inspired by Gideon Stoke again and I really enjoyed listening 

and I don't have much comment to add. But if I may, if I talk about the intervention from 

Asian country as one of the audience pointed out, there's a great number of Corporation on 

the governmental level between the Israel and Asian countries we talked about the example 

of India but also the Japan. Like the administration of late, Prime Minister Shinzo Abe our 



government created the agreement between the Japanese government and Israel to Foster 

the economic relation including the uh military in staffs. So if I look at the situation in Asia 

there's an increased level of cooperation on the governmental level but at the same time we 

want to focus on the Civil Society level and on that level we have much in room to cultivate 

the solidarity within the people in Asia to the Palestinian discourse and of course we in each 

of the Asian countries have their own issue and the existing social movement are busy with 

the with dealing with the existing issue. So in that point I think international intersectionality 

matters, because if we find the words that focus on our own suffering, but at the same time it 

reaches the suffering of others the suffering of the Palestinians. I think we can connect the 

existing social movement in Asia to the solidarity to the Palestinians so this one is a kind of 

area we are focusing on now. So I want to mention that in Asia as Gideon Levy complained 

about the example in Malaysia, we have the BDS Movement, we have the solidarity 

movement but they are not effective enough and we also have the main room to cultivate the 

Palestinians, to cultivate the solidarity to the Palestinians. So please Gideon Levy and 

Professor Ilan Pappe come to the Asian countries, come to Japan, to cultivate solidarity for 

Palestine. Thank you. 

 

Ilan Pappe: Thank you, yes indeed. And I think both of us were already in some of the Asian 

countries, Gideon and I, but you're absolutely right, we need to expand the solidarity network 

beyond the West.  

 

Marwan included me in one of the questions so I have to answer that as well. Gideon  

answered part of it, the first question number one was about the fact that Americans would 

tell him, Jewish Americans would warn him, the BDS would make Israel more extreme, this 

is the kind of debate I had with Noam Chomsky in our joint book on Palestine where he 

made a similar a point. I think the last Israeli elections showed that regardless of the BDS, 

Israel is an extreme right-wing state and the BDS doesn't make it more extreme or less 

extreme. So I think that actually you create hope, for some change in the future. As didn't 

mention if some of these actions by the BDS would begin to affect Israelis where it really 

hurts and then and then they would not change their mind because they would become less 

extreme but because it would be an existential issue for them or an issue of quality of life 

and so on. So I think that could be an important aspect to examine in the future. And my 

one's question about what the Palestinians should do, like, given of course, I don't give any 

advice to the Palestinians. We are waiting for the Palestinians to actually lead us in the 

Liberation struggle. I will just say that we are seeing the individual initiatives nowadays in the 

West Bank or by small groups who are resulting back to armed struggle, as part of their 

attempt to bring an end to the Israeli occupation and so on. So I think that what the next 

generation of Palestinians it seems to me are focusing it on, is not so much the vision for the 

future but really enhancing and accelerating and increasing the struggle to dismantle the 

colonisation and move forward the decolonization and not fall into the trap of maybe the 

previous generation which was playing the Israeli game of let's talk together, what should the 

piece look like, instead of how do we dismantle colonisation, occupation and I think part of 

this action, which is not organized, it's not strategized, it's taken by individuals and small 

groups it's an indication whether Palestinian struggle is going and I think it's going to focus 

on the dismantling and deep colonisation rather than playing the game let's sit together and 

say what is the right solution, one state to state and so on, they will leave it for later. I think in 

that respect.  

 



Time wise, we have another four minutes, so what I would take, Steve Little has four 

questions and because we have four minutes and I would like to summarise, maybe I will 

take his second question out of the three and Steve will forgive me, that I don't put all the 

questions, the wonderful questions by the way that he has a second question was Ukraine's 

Prime Minister Zelinsky in addresses to parliaments around the world has been touting a 10-

point peace plan do you suppose something similar for Israel in Palestine in or a basketball 

for an International Conference? Gideon, would you like to respond to that?  

 

Gideon Levy: I'm really tired of peace plans and tired of International conferences, the 

Israeli Peace processes, the Israeli Palestinian peace process is the longest in history and it 

never led anywhere. It was again just a way to continue the Israeli occupation and give it 

more fuel or fuel it. We know what should be done, you don't need another plan and by the 

way I would like to say something, maybe more principle. I don't think we should get peace 

now, we should first of all get more Justice, peace might come later on, but finally the goal 

should be right now having some relative Justice to the Palestinian people getting some of 

their rights. They will never get their total Justice or their total rights but some of their rights 

should be returned to them some of the Justice should be made to them without any 

question of is it accepted is it agreed does it lead to peace does it lead to recognized 

borders. We have first of all to give this community of millions of millions of people, maybe 

the only community in the world without any citizenship of any state in the world, those 

people who went through so many things and most of you know better than I what they went 

through in the last 100 years first of all to get them some of their rights this should be without 

any conditions, and maybe should be imposed by the International Community.  

 

It is right now the responsibility of the International Community to take measures to bring 

Justice to Palestine, and this would be my first expectation much before another peace plan 

which will not lead to anywhere.  

 

Ilan Pappe: Thank you Gideon. I do apologise for the many other people who are sending 

questions. We always have this problem that we are unable to include everyone. I try to 

address the questions as they came chronologically so I didn't use any discrimination in 

choosing the questions.  

 

I would like to summarise this very important webinar. First of all, to thank again Gideon 

Levy and Miyuki Kinjo for joining us, brilliant interventions. To Ranjan for being so 

instrumental in bringing among others Miyuki to our attention, and to Hassanal and the team 

for organizing this Movement for Liberation from Nakba events and hope to see you all of 

course in our next events and you can tap into our previous events in our Facebook page.  

 

Let me summarise and say I think that the message that comes very clear from this webinar 

is that, for the Palestinians to succeed in the struggle for Liberation, they unfortunately 

cannot rely on what used to be called the peace camp in Israel or liberal Zionist or change 

from within. I think this is a very valid factual analysis of the reality and it brings with it certain 

manifestations and conclusions and one of them is of course that all of us should support the 

boycott divestment consumption movement because if there's no change from within you 

need pressure from the outside and I think another and this thank you for Miyuki as well for 

bringing that to our attention, the world does not all does not only include the west or the 

North, the world is far wider and affects some issues which intimidate people in Germany or 



even in America or makes them less sure about their ability to be fully committed to the 

Palestinian struggle, do not exist in Latin America in Africa in Asia and I think and especially 

not in the Muslim world and given that there are more than 1 billion 300 Muslims around the 

world and there is the concept of the Muslim ummah in unity, I think much more can be 

expected and should be expected from Muslim states and Muslim societies to lead the 

international solidarity and support for the Palestinian struggle, and to become an antidote to 

the fact that so many Arab regimes and some Muslim countries are queuing to get to be part 

of a normalization project, that its basic impulse is to get through Israel to be in the good 

books of The Americans. I think that we learned a lot about it, I'm at least a bit more 

optimistic because I do think the Civil Societies in the world and especially this or including 

the Civil Societies in the west and including the Jewish communities in the west, are 

beginning to share a similar notion of solidarity and support. It is true that this kind of support 

has not reached the upper echelons of the political systems of the mainstream media. But I 

also know from the history of the solidarity movement with the African National Congress in 

South Africa, that it took quite a while for the support in the Civil Society to influence the 

policies from above by the government. So let's hope that we are in the middle of the 

process that may have not matured yet, but hopefully would come to a fruition, and not in a 

too distant future because this video and rightly said how much as much as we can be 

pleased from the fact that the real ugly face of the state of Israel is exposed, the price will be 

paid in a very near future by the Palestinians and not by anyone else for this particularly 

exposure, but in the long run I do think that it has the potential of creating a far more 

effective International and hopefully Regional and Islamic intervention in a way that would tip 

the balance in favour of the Palestinians and bringing in the colonisation of historical 

Palestine. 

 

Thank you everyone for joining us and hope to see you in our next events and I don't know 

where you are in the world, so good morning, good afternoon, good night, enjoy the day or 

sleep well wherever you are - always reminds me by flying to Australia, I've never seen so 

many sunsets and sunrises in one flight. So I hope you are all able to enjoy the day or the 

night wherever you are, thank you and see you all very soon. 

 

Hassanal: Thank you very much, bye-bye and for everyone's information the YouTube video 

will be recorded so just check out the YouTube channel for the video recording if you missed 

the session. Thank you Gideon, thank you Ranjan, thank you Miyuki goodbye everyone 

goodbye thank you thank you. 

  

END OF TRANSCRIPTION 


